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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1903.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the British Medical Association fall due
on January ist each year. All members who have not
yet paid should forward, without delay, postal order or

cheque Lfor 258., to the General Secretary, 429, Strand,
London, W.C., or, in the case of Colonial members, to
their Branch Treasurer.

tritizsj fJebical JournaI.
SATURDAY, MAY 3CTH, 1903.

THE RULES FOR MIDWIVES.
UNDER the Midwives Act passed last year the Central
Midwives Board was directed to make rules regulating its
own proceedings, and defining the conditions under which
midwives should be admitted to the roll, and for the regu-

lation, supervision, and restriction of their practice within
due limits. The Board began its statutory existence on

April Ist last, but its members had been chosen at a much
earlier date, and numerous informal meetings were held
during the previous five months under the chairmanship
of Dr. Champneys, who has now been formally elected
Chairman of the Board.
Since April ist the Board has gone about its official

business so diligently that it was able at the end of last
week to send up to the Privy Council draft rules and regu-

lations. These rules were at once transmitted by the
Privy Council to the General Medical Council, and, having
passed through the hands of a special committee, will be
considered at a meeting of the English Branch Council
called for noon this day (Friday, May 29th). Unfortunately
the Midwives Board was not unanimous, and hard upon

the heels of the majority report followed a minority report
signed by three of the five medical men who are members
of the Board. Although the rules are very long, and the
minority report not short, it has seemed well to print
them in the SUPPLEMENT to the BRITISH MIEDICAL JOURNAL
of this week, inasmuch as questions arise in connexion
with them which are of considerable importance to the
public health and of no little interest to the medical pro-
fession.
In the first place, it is to be observed that, as has already

been announced in these pages, the Board has by a majority
decided that its meetings shall be held in secret. We
entirely agree with the observations on this matter in the
minority report, and see no reason why the precedent of
the General Medical Council should not have been fol-
lowed. Moreover, it appears from an answer given by
Sir William Anson to a question put by Sir Walter Foster
in the House of Commons a few weeks ago that not even

the minutes of the Board are to be published. This is a
suicidal policy, and if persisted in must bring the pro-

ceedings of the Board under suspicion and greatly
diminish the influence for good which it might otherwise
exercise over midwives and their practice. We trust that
the General Medical Council will make a strong representa-
tion on this subject to the Privy Council.

It would be impossible in the space at our disposal to
deal with all the rules submitted by the majority of the
Board, but we may draw attention to a few points, and
would invite all those who are interested in the matter to
study the rules themselves, and the exceptions taken to

them in the minority report. In the first place, the pro-
visions with regard to the standard of education and the
curriculum of special instruction are unsatisfactory.
There is no provision at all with regard to preliminary
education, although the examiners are given power to
reject a candidate who at the examination shows a want
of acquaintance with the ordinary subjects of elementary
education. It would have been far wiser and more

business-like to have named a minimum standard, as

might easily have been done after consultation with the
Board of Bducation, or with any person of experience in

the work of elementary schools.
The rules lay down no period over which the curriculum

must extend, the candidate must have attended twenty
labours and nursed twenty lying-in women during the ten
days following labour, and must have attended a course of
instruction, but there is nothing to prevent a woman tak-
ing the practical and theoretical instruction at the same

time, and, so far as we can see, an intelligent housemaid
might become a certified midwife in the course of a month
or six weeks. Again, the syllabus of subjects for the ex-

amination is drawn in a way calculated to invite ambitious
young women to exceed the duties which properly
belong to a midwife. Leaving aside the unfortunate
wording of the clause with regard to haemorrhage,
we would draw particular attention to the clause
which directs examiners to ask questions with
regard to the management (including feeding) of children
during the early months of life. We fail to under-
stand what business a midwife can have with the feeding
of infants in the early months of life; her duty is to
instruct the mother that she should suckle her baby. If
it appears that the mother cannot do so, the midwife
should be required to insist upon the mother obtaining
medical advice. Again, under the head of obstetric
emergencies, the examination is to include questions
showing that the candidate possesses "some knowledge of
the drugs commonly needed in such cases, and of their
administration." For our own part, we believe that it is

not safe to permit midwives to prescribe; if a patient
requires such drugs as ergot, morphine, or chloral, she is
in a condition which calls for medical attendance. The
whole of the general rules under Section E for the regula-
tion, supervision, and restriction within due limits of the
practice of midwives require detailed revision and expan-
sion in the directions indicated in the minority report;
they are, as they stand, so inadequate, that, to quote the
words of that report, "they are equivalent to abrogation
of its functions by the Board."
The rule laying down the duty of the midwife in the case

of death of a mother or child is one of the most extra-

ordinary productions that we have ever known to be put
forward by a public body. The rules everywhere presuppose
that in cases in which danger arises the midwife must at
once send for a medical man, and every one must at once

recognize that she would be exceeding her responsibility
to continue in charge of a case in which death was

threatening. It should at once pass under the care of a

duly registered mnedical practitioner. Yet this rule gives
instruction to the midwife as to what she is to do in the
case of death of a mother unattended by a medical practi-
tioner; if by death sudden death is meant, then the fact
should have been qlearly expressed, otherwise the rule as it
stands will be a distinct encouragement to midwives to
suppose that they may continue in charge of a woman in
a condition in which life is threatened. Moreover, the
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rule directs the midwife to report the death to the local
supervising authority; thus by a side wind does the
Midwives Board amend the Registration Acts and the
Coroners Act. Obviously the rule must be withdrawn and
redrafted. The character of the rules illustrates, we think,
the point we endeavour to make above; the errors of
omission and commission which may be observed would
have been avoided had the meetings of the Board been
held in public, because public attention would at cvnce have
been called to the defects, which the Board would then
have had an opportunity of correcting.

THE IRISH DISPENSARY DOCTORS.
THE proceedings at the meeting of the Ulster Branch,
reported in the SUPPLEMENT to this issue of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL, have a special interest at this moment,
in view of the general movement which is taking place in
Ireland for the redress of the grievances of the medical
officers in the Poor-law Service. The practical unanimity
which now exists in the determination to resist the con-

tinuance of the evils which are associated with the Irish
medical service, is the result of many years of protest and
of disappointed hopes. The Government has, through its
various chief secretaries, ignored the appeals of the dis-
pensary medical officers, and has given its official sanction
to the continuance of a system which bristles with out-
rageous wrongs. If to-day there is a resolve to force the
local and central authorities to recognize these, and to
provide some remedy, the guardians and the Local
Government Board have only themselves to thank. It may
be thought a not altogether eatisfactory position that the
members of a profession should combine to secure better
terms for their services, but it is the only thing left, when
their masters have for generations deliberately ignored all
peaceful representations, and treated them much as they
would their day labourers.
The address which Professor Byers delivered at Belfast

is a reiteration of the claims of the members of the
medical service, and it has the advantage of coming from
one who is not himself a Poor-law officer. The points
which he urges with so much force have been brought
forward time after time by the JOURNAL, and he very

rightly emphasizes the strength which the movement
obtains from the sympathy and the support of the i8,ooo
members who constitute the British Medical Association.
The younger members in Ireland perhaps need to be
reminded that that is not a new position. In the SUPPLE-
MENT to the JOURNAL of May 2nd last we gave a short
sketch of the special efforts which have been made by the
Association and the JOURNAL to ventilate the subject, and
to suggest means by which amelioration could be
secured; and the report, which appears this week, shows
the advantages which may be secured by the discussion of
the evils at the varioiis Branch meetings.

Dr. Byers thinks that efforts towards success rnay be
helped by combination, and perhaps by the issue of a

commission to inquire into the whole question of Poor-law
reform in Ireland. Combination already exists, and is
growing in strength every day. Occasionally the policy of
abstention from becoming candidates for appointments
breaks down, and some young men apply for the vacancies
which occur. Their inexperience of the ways of Poor-law
guardians in Ireland is the only excuee to be offered. Soon
they will be disillusioned, and they will be found clamour-
ing against evils which they might have avoided had they

taken the advice of their seniors. We hope that they will
think seriously before they help to impede reform by their
action, and follow a couree which will only lead to miserable
disappointment.
The alternative of a commission of inquiry is not one

which will, we suspect, at the present moment receive
much aupport. The dispensary medical officers will re-
member that it was urged upon Mr. Balfour years ago, and
advocated strongly by Sir William Thomson during his
presidency of the Dablin Branch. It would have been
admirable then; but there is always danger that a com-
mission may end with the collection of evidence only, and -

that the suggested reforms arising from it may be hidden
away in some pigeon-hole. The Government has lost its
chance, and the medical officers are to-day in a position so
strong that they cannot afford to give it up. We hope they
will stick to their guns.
The time for truce has not been reached. If the medical

officers will only resist all blandishments there can be
no doubt that terms satisfactory to them and beneficial to
the public will be obtained.

BLANKETS AND BACILLT.
THE blanket discovery made by the Sanitary Authority of
the Port of London last week was an opportunity for which
the more sensational dailies were thankful and of which
they availed themselves to the fullest extent. A great
many wild stories were of course set afloat, and the real
facts as they have slowly crystallized out are as follows:
Ten cases of typhoid fever having occurred on the train-

ing ship Cornwall early in April, an investigation into its
origin was duly undertaken, and as no other cause was
found attention was at last directed to certain blankets
recently taken into use. Stains on them awakened
suspicion, and examination by Professor Klein, F.R S.,
proved that the blankets were swarming with typhoid
bacilli in an active condition. The blankets in question
had been offered to the authorities of the ship at an un-
usually low rate, and as the sample submitted was good,
a considerable number were at once bought. The vendor
was a merchant in the East End, and on investigation it
turned out that the Cornwall blankets were merely a very
small part of a very large consignment recently received
by the vendor from another merchant, the bulk of which
had been already distributed to many different localities
in England. The City of London authorities at once
warned the medical officers of health of all districts known
to be concerned, and the latter immediately seized
and disinfected all blankets from the same source
which they were able to find. In a good many cases
the blankets had been bought by the public and used
without evil result, and no cases of typhoid except those
on the Cornwall have been traced to this cause. All the
blankets concerned were army blankets, and the question
that next arose was how they came to be upon the market
at all, whether clean or unclean.
Blankets are treated differently to other military stores,

and before beiog sold are by regulation torn into four pieces,
and so converted into such form as to be useless except for
floorcloths or paper manufacturers. These blankets, how-
ever, were whole, and theories were started that either they
had been sold out of the hospital ships or transports, or

brought home and recklessly sold by the War Office itself,
or that the standing orders had been broken by some dis-
honest official for his own benefit. All these stories are
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proved incorrect, and it is admitted that the blankets
were sent by a merchant from South Africa, where they
were bought in the open market at a sale of military
stores. The official inquiry is as yet incomplete, but some
clue as to how whole blankets came to be sold at all, may
be found in the fact that orders were sent from England
that no textile fabrics of any sort were to be returned

home.

Usually no stores of any sort are sold until they
have been examined and overhauled by a Board specially
convened, but these were sold under a general order.

IHence the sale included not only blankets which, under

-ordinary circumstances, might have been condemned, but
others in perfectly good condition, and even new. This
will possibly be found to be the reason why the ordinary
regulations were not carried out.

It does not explain, however, how infectious blankets
came to be among those sold. It was at first taken for
granted that they came from the hospitals, but it
ean be said *with confidence that this is not the
case. The army medical regulations as to blankets are
complete and quite clear, and apart from official assurances
on the point, inquiries made by ourselves among civilians
who worked in South Africa as matrons, nurses, and other
positions in the hospitals show they were faithfully carried
out. " Stoves " were freely supplied to all recognized hos-
pitals and freely used. All bedding from typhoid cases
went into them regularly, and, besides this, by a special
order at the end of the war no blankets were returned from
hospital to store until " stoved," whether known to have
been used for infectious cases or otherwise. The elimina-
tion of hospitals from the question, however, does not
mnake the answer more difficult. Hundreds of men

,suffering from enteric reached the lines of railway
at various points, being brought in from trekking
patties or from small outlying camps unprovided
,with hospitals. They were put into trucks and carriages
sand proceeded to the nearest hospital, and sometimes
their blankets got there too. As often as not, how-
-ever, the men and those with them (if any) were too ill and
weary to worry about kits and blankets, and hence they
were left on the line, at intermediate stations, or left in the
-carriages and trucks. Railway officials would collect such
blankets and anything else, hand them into the nearest
army store, whence they would eventually reach Cape
Town. Besides this there must have been hundreds of
blankets left from time to time in small camps, many of
which must have been used by sick men, and except those
stolen by Kaffirs, etc., all would eventually find their way
,to head quarters.
The same sort of thing must inevitably occur in any big

war, and the moral is that no textile stores at the end of a

campaign, whatever their supposed use, should be sold
without all being carefully disinfected on the off-chance of
some of them being in a dangerous condition. A further
moral is that to avoid all question with regard to hospital
blankets the medical department should insist upon those
served out to it being of a different pattern from all others.
At present it is quite impossible to tell whether a given
blanket has ever been in charge of the medical department
or whether it has not, for all are precisely alike. The
textile portions of all kits brought to hospital by patients
should also be "stoved " before being returned to them or
other disposition being made of them as a matter of
routine, irrespective of the disease for which thelowners
have been admitted.

THE NEW UNIVERSITIES IN THE NORTH.
THE schemes for the establishment of Universities in
the North are developing with great rapidity; Manchester
and Liverpool are understood to be practically ready with
their draft charters, and on Wednesday last the Council of
the Yorkshire College agreed upon the principles upon
which the charter for the proposed new Yorkshire
University shall be based. The Yorkshire College at Leeds
is to be merged in the University, which is to have a non-
federal basis, though it is to be empowered to affiliate other
institutions at which attendance on courses of study
may be accepted in place of such pard of the
courses at the University itself as may from time to
time be determined. The co-operation between the three
Universities of Manchester, Liverpool, and Yorkshire is to
be provided for by a joint Board to deal with such questions,
including that of a common matriculation examination.
Although no canvass for the necessary funds has yet been
made the coalowners of Yorkshire have decided to erect a
mining department and have collected £5,500 for the pur-
pose, and three friends of the College have each promised
J5,000, while a fourth has promised £2,ooo. The Cloth-
workers' Company of London has offered to transfer to the
new University the whole of the buildings and equipment of
the textile industries dyeing and art department, and has
promised an annual sum of not less than £40ooo in
perpetuity. Meanwhile, Sheffield is putting in a strong
claim for a University of its own, and our Sheffield
correspondent has sent us the following account of
recent events: There can be no doubt as to the
fervour and energy with which the University question
is now being pursued. It has enlisted the interest
of all classes,in a most remarkable manner. From Shefield's
own Duke-the Duke of Norfolk-to the humblest citizen,
the interest is felt by all alike. This was testified to in a
most marked manner by the unusually large and repre-
sentative attendance at the town's meeting on May i8th,
called by the Lord Mayor at the requisition of a large
number of prominent citizens to discuss the matter. In
the opinion of many who have been accustomed to town's
meetings for years past this was the largest and most
influential ever held. Those who, from their position,
might be expected to be interested in educational matters,
were present, as also were representatives of the wealth of
the city, and there were not wanting members of the
working classes who were there to show their interest in the
matter. The enthusiasm displayed was such as to be of good
omen for the cause. Sheffield is not lacking in men of elo-
quence and knowledge of affairs, who are placing the sub-
ject well before the public. It is fortunate that the present
Master Cutler is a man of energy, and a forceful and con-
vincing speaker. The speech he delivered at the meeting,
filled to overflowing as it was with matter of special interest
on the subject, was a marked feature of the gathering. The
resolution that the city heartily supports the application
for a charter for a University for Sheffield was most
enthusiastically carried. Barlier in the day the meeting
of the Court of Governors of the University College had
been held, when the decision of the Council to apply for
university powers for the College was unanimously con-
firmed. The Duke of Norfolk, President of the College,
presided, and he has placed himself with his accustomed
energy at the head of the movement. The City Council has
not been content merely to adopt a resolution in support
of the scheme for a University, but has done more in a most
practical manner, for it has undertaken in the event of the
charter being obtained, to give a grant not exceeding id. in
the £ on the rates, in support of the arts, science, and
medical departments. This, it is calculated at the present
time, will be equal to a yearly sum of between £5,000 and
£6,ooo, and before long it will be larger still. It is there-
fore equivalent to a capitalized sum of about £200,COO.
On May 22nd, through the courtesy of the Master Cutler of
London, the Master Cutler of Sheffield, Mr. Hobson, was
enabled to entertain at a banquet in the Cutlers' Hall the
Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of London and also the members
of the various City Guilds. Among those present were the
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Duke of Norfolk and several others from Sheffield who are

identified with the university scheme. The object of the
dinner was to enlist the sympathy and support of the
wealthy City Companies in the project the Master Cutler
has so much at heart. The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs are to
visit Sheffield on June 30th in State to lay the foundation
stone of iwhat it is hoped will be the university buildings.
The MasterCutler took the opportunity to invite the mem-
bers of the City Companies present at his banquet to visit
Sheffield also on the same occasion. He assured them of
a hospitable reception.

PLAGUE IN INDIA.
THE answer given by the Secretary of State for India to
the question asked in the House of Commons last Tuesday
is extremely unsatisfactory since it would appear to
indicate either that Lord George Hariilton is unacquainted
with the history of the plague in India, or that he
deliberately cries peace when there is no peace. Experi-
ence has shown that a decrease at this season was
to be expected. Every year for seven years plague
has diminished in May and has remained at a

low level throughout the summer months. To
quote this temporary abatement is no answer to the
question as to the steps the Government intend to take to
check the recurrent epidemic. It can in no waysatisfy
those who take a wide view of the matter and who realize
that there is every reason to expect that with the autumn
plague will once more increase in virulence. It is an

occasion for the exercise of an intelligent anticipa-
tion of events before they occur not only by Lord George
Hamilton but also by the only begetter of that famous
phrase. Year by year, as shown in our report of plague
in this issue, the number of victims from this diseasehas
increased by tens of thousandswith each recurring outbreak,
and we look forward with alarm, justified by past experi-
ence, to a recrudescence of plague with increased virulence
in the winter and springof 1903-4. What seems evident to
all unprejudiced persons is that the measures hitherto
adopted in India against plague, be they inoculation,
segregation, or disinfection, have proved inadequate not
onlv to stamp out plague, but even to check its
spread or lessen its virulence. The officers of the Indian
Medical Service and of the Indian Civil Service are being
diverted from their normal duties to plague duties, and
with a limited staff it is plain that some part of the work
of the Government of the country is being interfered
with or wholly neglected. The regard paid to the
"customs and prejudices of the people of India"
may in such a matter as plague be carried
too far, and we believe that it would be better to
appoint a number of medical men with executive powers

to deal with the disease on broad sanitary lines.
Experience shows that native prejudice quickly gives way
when the wisdom of the steps taken becomes apparent to
them by the results. _

A SALVATION ARMY OFFSHOOT.
MANY adjectives denoting different and contrary qualities
have been applied to the Salvation Army by its admirers

and their opposites, but it is by most people admitted that
its leaders have a thorough comprehension of the needs of
the people, and endeavour to meet them in what are

usually thoroughly practical ways. It preaches the gospel
of Leviticus not less than that of the New Testament, and
the latest offshoot of its work will be watched with interest
by medical men. It is truly an offshoot, for the work in
question has not been undertaken -by the Army as a body,
but is the private experiment and enterprise of one of its
most practical leaders, Mrs. Bramwell Booth. This lady
holds two strong views, one of which is that the populations
of cities, and especially the poorer inhabitants thereof, are

much too afraid of fresh air; while the other is that the
health of the world in general would be greatly improved
by the adoption of a much simpler diet than that at
present in fashion. Not to put too fine a point upon it,
Mrs. Booth is herself a vegetarian of a practical kind, and
though there is no-evidence that she desires to see the use

of meat entirely abolished, she does wish the world to,recrognize more clearly that bread rather than meat is the,
staff of life. It is certainly true that the poor spend much
of their small means upon foods that are not only un-
necessary but unwholesome, and the cockles and the
pickled trotters of the East End may be cited as examples.
It

is a recognition of this fact, forced upon her
by her work among the poor, that led Mrs.
Booth to give up all meat food some years ago herself,
and the object of her present experiment is to show as.
many people as possible that there is no incompatibility
between health on the one hand and the presence of fresh
air and the absence of meat food on the other. With this
idea in view she has accepted the offer of a" cottage" with
a small sanatorium annexe, standing in five acres of
meadowland at Loughton on the edge of Epping Forest.
The

"

cottage is not elaborately furnished, but it contains
everything really required, and will be reserved as a,
"

hygienic home of rest" for tired workers of any persuasion
to the numberof 20. The"simpler food" idea will be.
provided for by the absence of meat preparations at any
meal, while experimental research on the part of the
inhabitants into the virtues of fresh air will be enforceec
by a very simple method, namely, the windows are all
padlocked, open top and bottom, and cannot be closed
except by the authorities. The sanatorium annexe is of
the ordinary "open air" type, and contains room for eight
patients. It will be reserved for cases of early phthisis,
which will be underthe supervision of a resident lady
doctor. Here, again, no meat will enter into the dietary,.
and the experiment gains additional interest from the fact
that the building, though it conforms to the ordinary typa
in broad outline, is not of very recent construction nor
built in any elaborate or expensive fashion. If goocdreFults are obtained in it, they will have an unanticipated
importance, for they will show that elaboration of
structure is not essential to a successful sanatorium.
This would be no small gain, for the enormous expense at-
which sanatoria are at present being put up threatens to.
seriously retard, if not actually kill, the whole movement.
The Salvation Army is not prepared to take up the scheme
as an Army project, but Mrs. Booth personally seeks con-
tributions toward the experiment.

RESUSCITATION OF THE APPARENTLY DROWNED.-
WE publish elsewhere a necessarily very condensed notice'
of a report presented to the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society on May 26th by ProfessorSchaifer, Chairman ol
the Committee appointed inI892 to report upon the best-
methods of resuscitating the apparently drowned. The,
President, Mr. Alfred Willett, recalled the facts as to the
work done by the Society in the matter. For many years.
Dr. Marshall Hall's method-that of rolling the body frorm
the lateral to the prone position and back again-was the,
recognized method of attempting resuscisation, until, in
fact, late in the Fifties, when Dr. H. R. Silvester (who was,
present at the meeting) brought forward his alternative,
method-that of expansion of the chest by traction on the,
arms, with the body in the supine position. Thereupon
the Society appointed a Committee for the purpose of
investigating the rival methods. InI862 its report, which
supported the views of Dr. Silvester, was presented. As a
consequence, the Royal Humane Society recommended the,
Silvester method, but the conclusions of the Committee,
were by no means universally accepted, Dr. Benjamin
Howard of New York and Dr. R. L. Bowles being especially
active in criticizing the findings of the Committee, ancb
the latter in' advocating Hall's method. In 1892 a fresh.
Scientific Committee, with ProfessorSchafer as its Chair-
man, was formed by the Society, and the work had beem
carried out by Mr. Pickering Pick and Mr. Henry Power,
in conjunction with ProfessorSchiaer and his assistants.
The inquiry consisted of two parts-the one on the best
methods of artificial respiration in the living and
conscious human subject; and the other on the effects of
immersion on anaesthetised dogs, particularly in regard to
respiration and circulation, and the physiological
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phenomena that attend recovery from the drowned condi-
-tion. The methods of artificial respiration investigated
were io modifications of the traction and compression
methods, separately or conjoined; the most effective in
promoting the entry of air in five persons whose ages
varied from 25 to 52 was the Marshall Hall method of
rolling and pressure. The next was the Silvester method
-of traction and pressure; the third was the unilateral
method of traction and pressure; the last was traction
alone. The important point in this relation was that all
the methods, even the least effective, were competent to
produce the necessary oxygenation of the blood. The
-experiments on dogs showed that one of the chief obstacles
to recovery by artificial respiration was the accumulation
,of frothy mucus in the bronchi. This was apparently
due to an excessive secretion of mucus and to its being
churned up by the convulsive respiratory movements. St
was comparable with that occurring during ether narcosis,
and it was suggested that by the bellows method the ob-
struction might be overcome, but precise observations on
this method were not made by the Committee although it
was recognized that such were desirable. A fatal result,
however, occurred quickly in several cases, and appeared to
be due to sudden cardiac paralysis. Although the report
was in a sense Inconclusive, and although no actual re-
,commendations were either made or had been asked for,
tyet Professor Schaifer said that he personally would prefer
'to adopt the prone or semi-prone position, exerting inter-
maittent pressure, as in this method much greater pressure
-could be applied to the back than to the front of the
-chest without injuring the patient; the absolute amount
of air got into the chest by the method was shown to be
sufficient, and other considerations were of greater sig-
eificance, as the escape of water and mucus from the
mouth and air passages. The reading of the report
occupied so long a time that the usual hour for adjourn-
maent had arrived when Professor Schafer sat down.
Though the Society sat on for another half hour it cannot
be said that the speakers who followed threw much new
light on the subject.

THE SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF WIDOWSAND
ORPHANS.

THE Society for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of
Medical Men held its annual meeting at i i, Chandos Street,
London, on May 20th, and the opportunity was taken by
Mr. Christopher Heath, who occupied the chair, to draw
Wattention to some important points in connexion with the
advantages offered by the Society. After congratulating
,the members on the excellent financial position of the
eociety, Mr. Heath proceeded to explain how much good
the Society was doing and how much more it could do if
its benefits 'were more generally appreciated by medical
men. The best proof of what might be done could be
gathered from a study of the paper issued by the Royal
Medical Benevolent College, Epsom, for the forty-ninth
-election of pensioners and foundation scholars. On look-
ing through the list of candidates for the five vacancies to
-see how many of the applicants would have been eligible
to receive benefit under the rules of the Society for the
Relief of Widows and Orphans of Mledical Men, Mr. Heath
noticed that there was an application from the widow of
a doetor who practised for nine years in Battersea and
-Queensland. That widow was 63 years of age and had
very limited means, and if her husband had taken
advantage of the benefits of the Society she would have
-received immediate assistance because the fact that her
husband had died in Queensland would not have rendered
her ineligible for the receipt of relief. Curiously enough,
two or three years ago the Society had to-deal with a very
eimilar case: A lady applied whose husband had died in
Australia, leaving her with a large family. Happily for
the widow, before that gentleman went out to Australia he
had become a subscriber to tbe Society for the Relief of
Widows and Orphans of Medical Men, and he had kept up
his subscription. The Society granted that lady £50 a
year and an allowance for each of the children, the total
amount she received annually from the Society being

£X25. This case served as an excellent example of the
benefits that any medical man may secure for his family
by joining the Society and keeping up the yearly subscrip-
tion. The fact that a life membership of the Society can
be secured by the one payment of so guineas up to 30
years of age, 25 guineas up to 40 years of age, and 30
guineas after that was worthy of the widest circu-
lation. It is a matter of regret that in spite of
this means of making timely provision for widows and
orphans, so few medical men are found to avail themselves
of it. Mr. Heath read out a very sad list of widows and
orphans applying to the Royal Medical Benevolent College,
Epsom, and said that it was only a sample of the kind of
thing that happened every year. The Society for the
Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men had no

power to make any grant whatsoever except to the widows
and children of those who had been subscribers, but it was
only too happy to relieve the wants of the widows and
orphans of those gentlemen who had taken the oppor-
tunity of becoming members of the Society, and had ful-
filled the conditions required by the regulations. The
Society was in the possession of the necessary funds, and
no one entitled to relief was ever sent away because there
was no money available. Pecuniary resources were at the
disposal of the Society in abundance, its funds were large
and well invested, and all claims were settled in full. Dr.
S. Felce remarked that for a medical man to say he would
not joAn the Society because it did not need assistance, and
because he thought his wife and children were never likely
to want, was an argument that was not borne out by the
facts of everyday life, for it was a matter of common know-
ledge that misfortune might happen to the most prosperous,
and no one knew when those near and dear to him might
need assistance.

A NEW DEPARTURE.
THE new Ophthalmic Hospital and School established by
the Metropolitan Asylums Board at Swanley were formally
opened on May 23rd. The gathering comprised represen-
tatives of London Boards of Guardians and other persons.
The principal speakers were the Right Hon. H. Chaplin,
who was President of the Local Government Board when
the now completed idea originally had its birth, and Mr.
William Crooks, Labour member for Woolwich and Chair-
man of the Children's Committee, which is immediately
responsible for the carrying out of the project in its pre-
sent form. Mr. Chaplin gave an account ot the facts that
had led to his speeding the project on its way and then
declared the school open, while Mr. Crooks concluded the
oratorical part of the proceedings by telling the assembly
that some tea would be waiting to revive it when it had
finished its task of looking over the premises for which as

representing the London ratepayer it would eventually
have to pay. The tea was certainly required, for the great
sum which the place had cost to build and will cost to keep
up was obvious, and it was impossible not to wonder
whether practically as good results could not be obtained
in a less expensive way. It was equally impossible, how-
ever, not to admire the conceptiof of the scheme and the
very complete way in which it has been carried out. The
underlying idea is that all children for whom the
guardians are responsible and who suffer from ophthal-
mia shall be removed to this place, and not only
duly treated for their disease, but be educated at
the same time. A further idea is that the conditions
of home life shall be imitated as closely as possible. For
this purpose all the children are divided into batches of
twelve, each batch living in a separate cottage under the
immediate charge of a home-mother. The cottages are
arranged in pairs, of which three form a settlement, and
each settlement is under the care of a settlement nurse.
The latter lives in a cottage adjoining the cottages under
her supervision. With her live two or more servants, who
are responsible for the heavier part of the household
duties in the cottages of the section, while the mother or
nurse is responsible for general supervision, and for carry-
ing out such medical treatment as any of her children may
require. Each settlement, again, of which there are five, is

0
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under the general supervision of a matron who is the chief
resident offlcrr, andhas an aQsistant matron to help her.
These, with the female laundry staff, storekeepers, etc.,
live in a large adminietration block. Besides this there is
at a little distance an infirmary with twelve beds and an
isolation cottage for two patients. Further off, again,
there is a very elaborately-equipped laundry, with cot-
tages for the married male staff. In addition, there are
two scbool houses fitted with all the latest educa-
tional armamentaria. The whole place is in medical
charge of a medical man who is to live in the
village, but not at present, on the premises.
There is also a visiting oculist from London, and a
dentist is presently to be added. All requirements
of the medical officers are very amply provided for. The
grounds are about 5o acres in extent, and adjoin those of
the convalescent hospital beloDging to St. Bartholomew's
Hospital. They are undulant meadow land, and will
presently be very pretty. The cottages themselves are

very prettily and scientifically built and nicely furnished,
but the most striking thing about them is the arrangement
for bathing and washing. Each has an elaborate bathing
room, where there are no baths; all ablutions are to be
carried on by sprays. They are beautiful to look at, and
are as magnificent in theory as they must have been
magnificent in cost; but in practice they will certainly
cause endless trouble. It will be impossible to wash the
children without the "mother" getting wet through, and
regulation of the water temperature will require the
greatest care. Inquiries made fully confirmed these views.
The contract price for which the ground was bought and
buildings erected seems to have been about 120,ooo.
What the other expenses were was not disclosed, and
what the up-keep will come to is yet an unknown quantity.
The whole place is certainly very pleasing from many

points of view, and a splendid example of how things can

be done, but whether it is a good example of how things
need be done is another question.

SENSATIONS.
THE Daily Mail last week thoroughly enjoyed itself in
eharacteristic fashion, and invited the public to share its
happiness in its usual generous way. The cause thereof
was a case of congenital cataract in an adult, recently
operated on in Glasgow, the chief interest of which lay in
the attempts.made to ascertain how far the revelations of
acquired vision corresponded with the patient's previous

conception of things. Objectively a few points of interest
were ascertained, or rather confirmed, among others the
fact that distance judging over even very limited spaces is
a faculty primarily entirely due to vision and experience.
Subjectively the facts were more difficult to ascertain, and
the correspondence between things as seen through the
sense of touch and through the eyes appears to have been
less close in this case than in some others. This is possibly
due either to the patient's vocabulary being limited or that
he lacked imagination. The Daily Mail correspondent,
however, naturally lacked neither, and the patient's sensa-

tions as translated by him are nothing if not picturesque.
Hence the public as well as the patient has reason to be
thankful for his recovery. "From amid the beauties of
Nature, of whose glories he could not tell, he went to dwell in
the gloomy building planted in the midst of business offlces
in West Regent Street, Glasgow, and here, after operations
the success of which forms one of the sensations of the
surgical world to-day, he enjoyed his first vision of
things on earth, etc." It was in his "humble home"
some nights later that he tola the story of his
recovery to the Mail'8 correspondent. Primarily his
recovery was due to a passing medical student, who
saw the patient by accident, recognized that tho condi-
tion was curable, and persuaded his friends to send him
into Glasgow for operation. Such cases are sufflciently
rare to be always interesting, but the greatest interest of
this one lies in the extraordinary fact that it is now proved
to be possible for a curable case of congenital cataract to

go untouched for thirtyyears even in so civilized a country
as ScotJaid. In semi-civilized countries such cases are

not so uncommon. In all of them after successful opera-
tion it has been found that colour sensations are a par-
ticular source of pleasure to the patient, and that some
difficulty is experienced in identifying by the eyes alone
persons and objects previously perfectly familiar to the
patient, through his ears and hande. In the Glasgow case
the patient, according to the Daily Mail, appears to have
been particularly struck by the unexpected beauty of the
opposite sex, and is wisely not going to be in a hurry to.
get married. "There are sae many beautiful women it
will be rather hard to make a choice." A correspondent
has related to us a case where a similar patient was ap-
parently equally struckby the samefact,butfounditlessdiff-
culttocome to adecision. Thepatient,aGreekyoungwoman
of 19, blind from her birth, was operated on with equal
surgical success but other results of a less desirable,
character. As in the Glasgow case the first person she Paw
was her doctor, the second the male friend of another
woman patient. She expressed no open admiration for
him, but the third day she vanished from the hospital in
his company, and her next appearance there some months
later was as a patient of an entirely different character.
Surgically the case was a great success; morally it left
something to be desired.

POWERS OF SANITARY INSPECTORS.
ON Friday, May i5th, at the West London Police Court, a
judgement was given by Mr. Rose, one of the Metropolitan
magistrates, which may be found somewhat seriously to
limit the powers of entry of a sanitary inspector. The
facts appear to have been these. A sanitary inspector em-
ployed by the Fulham Borough Council desired to inspect
a confectionery shop at 833, Fulham Road, in the occupa-
tion of Mary Ann May. The inspector was refused admis-
sion. It appears that ice cream is made on the premises,
and the local authority consider it desirable that such!
places should be regularly inspected. The prosecution did
not allege a nuisance or any infringement of the law, but
contended that under the Public Health (London) Act,
I89I, the sanitary authority was empowered to enter pre-
mises at will. Section I states that "it shall be the duty
of every sanitary authority to cause to be made from time
to time inspection of their district, with a view to ascer-
tain what nuisances exist calling for abatement," etc.
Section x lays down that " the sanitary authority shall'
have a right to enter from time to time any premises for
the purpose of examining as to the existence thereon of
any nuisance," etc. Section XL provides also for entry for
examination of sanitary conveniences, and Sections cxv
and cxvi lay down the powers of enforcement of these sec-
tions and provide for obtaining a magistrate's warrant.
Until i899 it was held that these sections gave a medical
officer of health or a sanitary inspector powers of entry at
any reasonable time for inspectorial purpose s. But in that
year St. Pancras Vestry took a case to the High Court of the.
Queen's Bench, which came before Justices Channell and
Lawrance. The case was cited as Vines v. the North London
Collegiate Schools for Girls. A lady inspector, Miss Vines,
was refused admission to the school in question. On
applying for a magistrate's order this was also declined as
the inspector was not prepared to furnish a reason for
admission and did not suspect any nuisance. The Court
upheld the magistrate and dismissed the appeal. Unfor-
tunately this case has been held as covering the matter,
and its influence is apparent in the recent judgement of
Mr. Rose. We understand that owing to judgement being
given on facts an appeal is impracticable. But it seems to
us that whilst it is important and neceseary that rights of,
entry, inspection, etc., should be jealously guarded, it will
be a very serious matter if milkshops and places where.
food is prepared are to be able to keep out sanitary
inspectors, except when the latter may be in possession
of knowledge implicating the occupier. If such is to be
the case all house-to-houss, milkshop, and general inspec-
tion is seriously interfered with. We think there can be
no doubt that the framers of the London Public Health
Act most certainly meant to grant reasonable rights of
entry for sanitary inspection and supervision.

Txm
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THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL.

AT the last meeting of the London County Council a long

debate arose over the cost of building the new County

Asylum near Epsom, known as the Horton Manor Asylum.

The building, which was opened in March, 1902, was erected

the Works Department, the original estimate of the cost

'being £284,445. No contractor could be found to undertake

the Job at less than £296,575, or more than £12,ooo above

the architect's estimate. Owing to a variety of causes the

final cost works out at £39,500 above the estimate. In

course of debate it was alleged that the total cost, including

equipment, would be little short Of£500,000, or £250

This sum appears excessive, and lends strength to the

view which has from time to time been advanced in these

columns, namely, that some alternative mode of accommo-

dating the lunatics chargeable to London should be

attempted. We therefore regret that the Asylums Com-

mittee of the Council in the new asylum which it is

about to erect on the Horton Estate has not shown

originality, and is, indeed, content to make a replica

its last design and employ the same architect for

work. The Public Health Committee has been turning

its attention to the sanitary condition of premises

a'drated waters are manufactured. It is believed that

amount of aerated water now consumed is as much as one-

third or even ahalf of the amount of cold water drunk

the London population. It is accordingly seeking powers

to prevent the manufacture of mineral waters under

conditions likely to give rise to contamination.

London County Council is also proposing to obtain Parlia-

mentary powers to spend£5oo0a year on scientific investi-

gations relating to public health.

THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE DENTISTS ACT.

Two convictions obtained under the Dentists Act

reported in the Sussex Daily News a short time ago

considerable interest, as convictions on similar grounds

could not have been obtained under the Medical Acts.

Although the Dentists Act was drawn on the general

of the Medical Acts, it is not in its wording identical

them, and in any amendment of the Medical Acts

Dentists Act might with advantage be imitated in certain

respects. Its prohibitory clause not only forbids

use of titles categorically enumerated, but also

the use by an unregistered person of titles, additions,

or descriptions implying that he is specially

fied to practise dentistry." It has been ruled

eeveral occasions that the words "specially qualified"

are to be interpreted as meaning specially competent,"

and not as having reference to qualifications

technical sense. In the first case a Mr. Deuchars had

the titles D.D.S. and also Doctor of Dental Surgery, claim-

ing to possess a diploma granted in Kansas City;

fined£5 on the first and£2 ios. on the second summons,

and costs on both. In the second case, amongst

things, the defendant Mr. Harris described himself

Diplomist of America, Specialist in Artificial Teeth,

American Dental Institute. It was elicited under

examination that his American diploma was "got

friends," but it does not appear in the report

various American diplomas obtainable on these easy

he had procured. He also claimed to have been

in France, but this only on the strength of having

tised in France." He was fined £5 on the first summons,

and costs on all three summonses.

THE LEAGUE OF MERCY.

THE Prince and Princess of Wales as Grand President

Lady Grand President of the League of Mercy entertained

some 1,500 of the presidents, vice-presidents, and

of the different branches of the League at a garden

at Marlborough House on Friday, May 22nd. AboutIOO

of the guests assembled first in the saloon, where

Royt'l Highnesses held a formal meeting. Harrison,
M.V.O., read a report of the previous year's

which the Prince of Wales addressed the meeting.
wished to make It clearly known that the League of

was purely for raising money for the King's Hospital
Fund, with which it was closely allied, both having in view
the same benevolent object. It was announced that Lady
Pirbright had that day sent a donation of £500 in memory
of the late Lord Pirbright, late President of the Guildford
district. Afterwards their Royal Highnesses proceeded to
the gardens, where an investiture of the Order of the
League followed. About fifty of the members were pre-
sented to the Prince of Wales by Lord Wolverton, and
decorated with the Order. Meanwhile, all the other
guests had assembled in the grounds, which looked their
best batbed in sunshine, and the Prince and Princess with
their children strolled about, stopping frequently to talk
with those who were known to them. The band of the
Royal Marine Light Infantry from Chatham played a good
selection of music, and under awnings round the side of
the house tea was served on tables smothered in wonderful
roses, which, with touching thoughtfulness, the Princess
ordered to be afterwards sent to the Cancer Hospital.
The League of Mercy was founded in I899 to collect money
for King Edward's Hospital Fund, and during the four
years it has existed £22,000 have been contributed to the
Fund. This branch of the work is firmly established in
the home counties as well as in London, and through its
members the League has been able to render most
valuable services. It is proposed to establish a" Samaritan
Wing," or Branch of the League of Mercy, in order that
those who wish personally to aid inmates of hospitals may
be amalgamated under its supervision. The offices of the
League are at 29, Southampton Row

HAY FEVER SERUM,
As a sequel to Sir Felix Semon's letter on this subject
which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
May 23rd, we publish this week a communication from
the Ichthyol Company, Hamburg, which is virtually a
repudiation of the action of Mr. Gustav Hermanni, jun., in
sending out the circulars concerning Professor Dunbar's
hay fever serum, to which we referred in the JOURNALof
May 23rd. This may be taken as a sign of grace, and we
congratulate Messrs. Cordes, Hermanni, and Co. on their
declared intention to refrain from pushing the sale of the
remedy until the researches as to its properties are com-
pleted-in fact, till it is shown to be aremedy. This, as we
have said, is far from being the case at present, and the
sale of a serum of whose powers for good or for evil
nothing is yet definitely known could only bring discredit
on all concerned. We accept the assurances of the
Ichthyol Company that they have had nothing to do with
the issue of the objectionable circulars; and, indeed, it is
impossible to believe that a firm of such standing could
have done anything so foolish. Serumtherapy is still in
avery early stage of its evolution, and there are many
difficulties in its way; it cannot therefore afford to have
its products placed by public opinion in the same category
with the wares of the cheap-jack.

THE STUDY OF PRIMITIVE MAN.
THE natural history of mankind is not perhaps precisely
the same thing as the history of man in his natural state,
but there are few people who do not take an interest in
either the one study or the other. The term" anthropology,"
however, covers them both; it is the more curious there-
fore that the list of members of the Anthropological
Institute should be less remarkable for its length
than for the personal distinction of many of
those comprised in it. The term itself possibly
puts off many modest-minded people whom ight
otherwise desire to become members, but a glance
into the pages of the Journal of the inAtitute should e' -

courage all such persons. It is wonderfully well got lip,
well printed, well illustrated and contains nothing that
any person of ordinary intelligence could not understand
and much that would interest every one. To the number
which covers the communications to the institute from
July to December last year, four medical men have con-
tributed, but two of them figure in its pages less on



I280 'T w;e'I LONDON SOHOOL OF TROPICAL MEDIOINE. LMAY , 19.

account of their profession than because they have travelled
or are resident among savage tribes. To medical men the
most interesting paper perhaps will be that of Dr. Selig-
mann, who was a member of the Cambridge Anthropo-
logical Expedition to the Torres Straits. Partly by per-
sonal inquiry and partly through the Government agent
for the Rigo district, he gathered a number of curious
facts as to the medical and surgical conceptions of the
Sinaugolo tribe. This is at present an inland tribe, but
appears to be the coming people of British New
Guinea, and to be gradually pushing its way
to the coast. The number of diseases which they
recognize by special names is not great-malaria,
dysentery, rheumatoid arthritis, leucoderma, tinea, and
yaws constitute almost the whole list. The latter they
attribute to a weaned child managing to suckle while its
mother is asleep or to cohabitation between mother and
father before the child is weaned, which they consider
wrong. Burns are covered by a sticky substance which ex-
cludes air, fractures are put up in leaf-padded splints with-
out immobilizing the joints either above or below, and
haemorrhage is arrested by the binding over the wound
a split banana stalk. They take a great deal of care of
their sick as far as personal attention goes, but do not
appear to have many remedies beyond free tattooing, bath-
ing with salt and water, and recourse to the incantations of
witch men and women. They rely chiefly, it appears, upon
enlargement and pigmentation of the breasts for the dia-
gnosis of pregnancy, in which connexion some of our
readers will recall a recent clinical lecture by Dr. W. S. A.
Griffith. They have no knowledge of the existence of a
uterus, believing that the child is first formed behind the
breasts and that it drops, as it grows heavier, into the
abdomen. Cohabitation is considered wrong during preg-
nancy as well as during lactation, and deformities of
infants ascribed to it. Pre-conjugal connexion is considered
natural and even quite correct, but pre-conjugal babies are
considered highly objectionable and seriously diminish the
mother's marriageable value.

LONDON SCHOOL OF TROPICAL MEDICINE.
THE entries at the London School of Tropical Medicine
this session amount to twenty-four, the largest number so
far recorded. Every seat in the laboratory is occupied and
the authorities have been compelled to refuse students
who wished to enter for short courses. All the students,
except three, have entered for the full course of eight
weeks. Five of the students are ladies. Among the
students are twelve medical officers of the Colonial Service.
Arrangements have now been made by which all students
belonging to the Colonial Service will at the end of the
eight weeks' course be required to submit themselves for
examination; unless this is passed satisfactorily their
appointments in the Colonial Service will not be confirmed.
Good progress is being made in the erection of the new
school buildings, and it is hoped that adequate laboratory
accommodation will be ready by October ist. We con-
gratulate the School on its constantly increasing usefulness
and on the success with which it is carrying on a work of
vast importance to the future development of the British
Empire and to the welfare of the numerous races under its
flag.

COUNTY COUNCILS AND THE MIDWIVES ACT.
A MEETING of the Central Midwives Board was held on
May 28th, when the set of draft suggestions for county
councils with regard to the local supervision of midwives
was further considered. We understand that the draft
will require many amendments to bring it into accord
with existing law and practice. Since midwives will be
required to hand over an abnormal case to a registered
medical practitioner, special provision must be made to
this end; and it is obvious that in drawing up rules regard
must be had to the working of the existing oor-law system.
DR. W. COLLINGRIDGEE, Medical Officer of Health for the

City of London, will preside at the iith annual meeting of
the Church Sanitary AssociaTion at the Church House, West-
minster, S.W., on Wednesday, June 4th.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.
[FROM OUR LOBBY CORRESPONDENT.]

Vivisection at University College, London..-Sir Frederick
Banbury asked the Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
ment last week what was the nature and amount of the
anaesthetic given to the brown dog operated upon consecu-
tively by vivisectors at University College, London, on
February 2nd last; how long before the animal was brought
into the theatre by Dr. Bayliss was that anaesthetio
administered; would he state who was the licensee who
performed the experiment involving the two cutting opera-
tions upon the dog before it was operated upon in another
part of its body on February 2nd last by Dr. Bayliss; and
under what certificate was the experiment involving these
two operations performed. Mr. Akers-Douglas answered that.
if, as he understood was the case, there was an action pending
in connexion with statements which had been made regarding
the operation performed at University College on February 2nd
last, by Dr. Bayliss, he did not think he ought to go into.
detailed points such as those mentioned in the first two para-
graphs of the question. He had already in previous answers
given fully the main facts of the case. As to the two last.
paragraphs, Professor E. H. Starling performcd the experi-
ment referred to under Certificates B. and E.E.

Death Certlfloatlon.-When the Local Government..Board
vote comes on in Committee of Supply after the Whitsuntide
recess, Sir Walter Foster will, according to notice, move to
reduce the salary of the President by ,#ioo, in order to cal)
attention to the neglect of the Government to deal with the
law as it affects the registration of deaths. The Select Com-
mittee reported in I894 in favour of amendment of the law,.
and recent cases in the law-courts, as well as the report of
the Committee on regulations under the Cremation Act of
last year, strengthen the case for early legislation.

Plague in India.-Sir Walter Foster asked the Secretary of
State for India on Tuesday, in view of the fact that plague
had recurred with increasing virulence in India annually
since I896, so that during parts of March and April last the
deaths irom this cause averaged between 4,ooo and 5,oooc
daily, what steps the Government intended to take to check
the ravages of the disease in India and the increasing risk of
its dissemination to other countries. Lord George Hamilton
answered that the Government of India and the several local
Governments were using every means in their power, due.
regard being had to the customs and prejudices of the people,
to check the spread of the epidemic, and to bring medical aid
to the sufferers. Efforts had been, and were being, success-
fully made to induce the people to submit to inoculation, and
a large staff of doctors had been sent out to India for this pur-
pose. The people also were being encouraged to give early
information of outbreaks, to evacuate infected dwellings, to.
isolate the sick, and to submit to disinfection in Accordance
with the recommendations of the Plague Commission. To.
prevent the dissemination of plague to foreign countries.
stringent precautions were taken at the ports, and the pro-
visions of the Venice Convention were strictly observed. The
latest returns showed a satisfactory decrease in mortality.

Emigrants at Liverpool and infoctious Diseases.-Mr.
Weir on Tuesday last asked the President of the Loca)
Government Board why two houses at Liverpool (Nos. 19 andc
28, Great George Square) were not registered as emigrant.
lodging-houses, and the number of cases of infectious
disease removed from these houses during each of the last.
three years. Mr. Grant Lawson said that he had made
inquiry, and that the houses were not common emigrant
lodging-houses, and were therefore not registered as such.
No. I9 was the residenceof the emigration agent ofthe American
line; No. 28 was the residence of the emigration agent of the
Canadian line ;'and both were reserved exclusively zor second-
class passengers. During the period referred to there had
been no cases of cholera or typhus in these houses, and only
one case of small-pox, which occurred this year. The number
of cases of other infectious diseases were 12 in 1930, 7 in;Igoi,
9 in I902, and 3 in I903.

The Liverpool Small-pox Hospital,-On Tuesday Mr. Weir
asked the President of the Local Government Board whether
he was aware that five patients recently escaped from their


